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EPA’s proposed “Best Available Retrofit Technology” plan for Corette coal-fired power plant in  
Billings, Montana allows the plant to release more air pollution  

 
Under an EPA proposal (available at http://www.epa.gov/region8/air/ProposedActionMT_RegionalHazeFIP_Mar2012.pdf), the 172 
megawatt J.E. Corette power plant would be required to limit sulfur dioxide emissions to no more than 0.70 pounds per million Btu of coal 
burned and nitrogen oxide emissions to no more than 0.40 pounds per million Btu of coal burned.1 
 
The proposal is aimed at reducing haze pollution.  Sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide gases are 
byproducts of coal combustion.  Not only do they create haze, but they also form particulate 
matter pollution, acid rain, and pose myriad health risks.2  To reduce these emissions, the Clean 
Air Act requires that the EPA ensure the oldest and dirtiest sources of air pollution use “best 
available retrofit technology.”  As its name suggests, best available retrofit technology is supposed 
to reflect the best emission control technology. 
 
Although EPA found that a number of cost-effective technologies exist to reduce nitrogen oxides 
and sulfur dioxide from Corette, and that there was a need to reduce emissions in order to reduce 
haze, the agency ultimately proposed no additional controls.  And amazingly, under the EPA’s 
proposal, the Corette plant would actually be allowed to emit more pollution than it currently does.   
 
In total, the EPA’s plan would allow an increase of 1,438 tons of sulfur dioxide and 686 tons of nitrogen oxides from the plant.   
 

Air Pollutant EPA’s Proposed 
Emission Rate 

Current 
Emission Rate 
(as of 2010)3 

Total Pollution 
Released in 2010 

Total Pollution 
Allowed by EPA 

Proposal4 

Increase in 
Allowable 
Emissions 

Sulfur dioxide 0.70 pounds per 
million Btu 

0.45 pounds per 
million Btu 2,519 tons 3,957 tons 1,438 tons 

Nitrogen oxides 0.40 pounds per 
million Btu 

0.28 pounds per 
million Btu 1,575 tons 2,261 tons 686 

                                                
1 Btu stands for “British thermal unit” and is a measure of coal consumption at power plants. 
2 See http://www.epa.gov/air/sulfurdioxide/health.html and http://www.epa.gov/air/nitrogenoxides/health.html. 
3 Emissions data can be downloaded from the EPA’s Air Markets Program Data website, http://ampd.epa.gov/ampd/.  
4 Using the plant’s 2010 heat input rate of 11,307,706 million Btus. 
 

The Corette Power Plant. 


