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By E-mail and 
Certified Mail—Return Receipt Requested 
 
June 8, 2015 
 
Sally Jewell 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C St. NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
 
Neil Kornze 
Director 
U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
1849 C St. NW, Rm 5665 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
 
Re: Utah Coal Lease Sale to Undermine Integrity of Federal Program 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Director Kornze: 
 
 The undersigned organizations are writing to express our concerns over the Bureau of 
Land Management’s (“BLM’s”) recent proposal to offer the Flat Canyon coal lease (UTU-
77114) for sale and issuance in Utah on June 17, 2015. See 80 Fed. Reg. 28002-28003 (May 15, 
2015). We call on you to direct the BLM to refrain from moving forward with this lease sale. 
 

The decision to move ahead with selling this lease appears directly at odds with the need 
to address conflicts with the Administration’s goal of combating climate change. In addition, the 
decision does not address concerns raised by the Interior Department’s Inspector General and the 
Government Accountability Office over whether the program is appropriately recovering value 
for the American public, is sufficiently transparent, and is responsibly handling current and 
future coal development. As you acknowledged in March of this year, there is a need to reform 
and modernize the federal coal program. 

 
The proposed Flat Canyon coal lease, which comprises more than 40 million tons of 

publicly owned coal, represents an especially poignant example of how misdirected the federal 
coal program currently is.  

 
The lease was originally applied for in 1998, 17 years ago. The decision to offer the lease 

for sale was originally issued in 2002 and based on a final environmental impact statement 
(“FEIS”) issued on January 3, 2002, more than 13 years ago. See 67 Fed. Reg. 36214-36215 
(May 23, 2002). In the 2002 FEIS, it was asserted that, “[t]he issues of climate changes and 
global warming from combustion of fossil fuels are considered beyond the scope of the 
analysis.” FEIS at 2-10—2-11. It is simply unacceptable for the BLM to move forward today on 
a coal lease sale based on an outdated lease application and FEIS that describes climate change 
as “beyond the scope” of its considerations. 
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Further, after the BLM’s decision, the mine that the Flat Canyon coal lease would 

expand, the Skyline mine, has come under the ownership of Bowie Resources, a company that is 
currently exporting coal through California ports. See Maffly, B., “Utah coal: California here it 
comes—and not everyone is happy,” Salt Lake Tribune (April 25, 2015), available at 
http://www.sltrib.com/home/2425141-155/utah-coal-california-here-it-comes. The FEIS for the 
Flat Canyon coal lease could not have accounted for the fact that Bowie would export coal. 
 

Finally, the proposed Flat Canyon coal lease is reflective of a general lack of 
consideration of public interest. When the BLM held a public meeting in 2001, it provided public 
notice more than one month after the meeting was held. See 66 Fed. Reg. 39191-39192 (July 27, 
2001). For the agency to now move forward with offering the lease for sale is an affront to the 
requirement that meaningful public notice and involvement be provided prior to the sale of 
publicly owned coal. 

 
The Skyline mine in Utah has ample reserves to continue operation. In 2011, the Interior 

Department approved a lease modification for the mine, disclosing that it would add two years 
on the 10-year life of the mine. See BLM and Forest Service, “Environmental Assessment, 
Modification of Winter Quarters Federal Coal Lease (UTU-67939),” (Nov. 2011) at 10, available 
at https://www.blm.gov/ut/enbb/files/20111123_Tt_BLM_FS_Final_Skyline_Liz_EA.pdf. This 
indicates the mine has ample reserves to take mining beyond 2020 and does not require the Flat 
Canyon lease. 

 
The Interior Department needs to reform its coal program before allowing new leases, 

like the Flat Canyon lease to be sold. We urge you to direct the BLM to cancel its upcoming 
lease sale and uphold the integrity of the federal coal program. Thank you. 

 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Jeremy Nichols 
Climate and Energy Program Director 
WildEarth Guardians 
Denver, CO 
 

Tim Wagner 
Executive Director 
Utah Physicians for a Healthy Environment 
Salt Lake City, UT 
 

Steve Bloch 
Legal Director 
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance 
Salt Lake City, UT 
 

Gina Hardin 
Chair 
350 Colorado 
Denver, CO 
 

Nathaniel Shoaff 
Staff Attorney 
Sierra Club 
San Francisco, CA 
 

Bob LeResche 
Chair 
Western Organization of Resource Councils 
Billings, MT 
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Shannon Anderson 
Organizer 
Powder River Basin Resource Council 
Sheridan, WY 
 

Theo Spencer 
Senior Policy Advocate 
NRDC 
New York, NY 
 

Leslie Glustrom 
Board Member 
Clean Energy Action 
Boulder, CO 
 

Diana Best 
Senior Coal Campaigner 
Greenpeace 
Denver, CO 

 
Cc: Janice Schneider, Assistant Interior Secretary, Lands and Minerals Management 
 Linda Lance, Deputy BLM Director, Policy  


