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We appreciate the Interior Department engaging the American public in an 
honest conversation about how to reform the way our publicly owned coal is 
managed.  
 
If we’re to have an honest conversation, we have to admit the future of coal is 
bleak. And, modernizing the coal program means getting with the times. We can’t 
keep mining and burning coal and have any chance of meaningfully reducing 
carbon emissions and combatting climate change.   
 
It’s not a matter of if we can transition to a more sustainable energy economy, 
but how fast we can move. The longer we wait, the bleaker and more costly our 
future gets 
 
Today, WildEarth Guardians is delivering the following letter alongside the voices 
of more than 6,500 others who are calling on the Interior Department to ensure 
fair return on our coal by keeping it in the ground.  

Dear Interior Secretary Sally Jewell: 

Our world is in dire need of your help. Fueled by unchecked emissions of 
greenhouse gases, our climate is warming, leading to rising temperatures, 
extreme weather, drought and fires, and economic uncertainty. Now, more than 
ever, we need to be doing everything possible to reduce greenhouse gases to 
combat climate change. 

The President realizes this as he signed groundbreaking rules to reduce carbon 
emissions from coal-fired power plants. Yet while the President is striving to 
confront climate change, the Interior Department is approving more coal mining 
and condoning more coal burning. We’re calling on you to stop it. 

As the manager of our publicly owned coal, you hold a tremendous position of 
leadership in helping our nation reduce greenhouse gases. 46% of all carbon 
dioxide emissions from coal-fired power plants can be traced back to publicly 
owned coal that the Interior Department approved for mining.  It’s a disgraceful 
link, but you have the power to take things in a better direction. 

It’s time to come up with a plan for keeping our publicly owned coal in the 
ground. With careful planning, we can ensure that jobs and communities will stay 
intact, our electricity supply will not be disrupted, and carbon emissions linked to 
publicly owned coal will be meaningfully reduced.  



But none of this will happen unless and until you honestly and explicitly tell the 
American public that it’s time to end the federal coal program. As a first step, 
we’re calling on you to stop leasing more publicly owned coal and to not make 
any more public lands available for mining. 

The reality is, we have to move beyond coal if we have any chance of combating 
climate change.  This is the honest truth and we call upon you to act upon it.  
 
Please lead our nation toward a future where our coal is kept in the ground. 


