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Statement Name Title Organization 
 
The Bureau of Land Management’s 
attacks on our transparency laws are 
nothing short of an attack on our 
American ideals. If Secretary Zinke 
does not condemn attacks on the 
Freedom of Information Act, he will be 
condoning an attack on this democracy 
and the rights of us all. 
 

Jeremy Nichols 

Climate and 
Energy 
Program 
Director 

WildEarth 
Guardians 

 
Given the suspect nature of recent 
decisions from Secretary Zinke's 
Interior Department, it's absolutely 
essential the public retains the right to 
know how decisions are being made. 
There is only one constituency 
Secretary Zinke cares about—the dirty 
fuel industry. We cannot afford to have 
that be the only constituency he's 
accountable to as well. 
 

Lena Moffitt 

Senior 
Director, Our 
Wild 
America 
Campaign 

Sierra Club 

 
This is yet again part of a symptom 
within Zinke's leadership where 
transparency and an informed, 
participatory, and inclusive public is 
disrespected and dismantled. The 
public needs to push back. 
 

Tracy Coppola 
Senior 
Legislative 
Counsel 

Earthjustice 

 
BLM wants to pursue its pro-corporate 
agenda behind closed doors, hidden 
from public view, and free from the 
burdens of FOIA. But our democracy 
demands that the public hold our 
government accountable, and FOIA is a 
vital tool to that end. We won’t let 
BLM undermine it. 
 

Sue Udry Executive 
Director 

Defending 
Rights & 
Dissent 



 
We support this effort protect the 
public's interest in government 
transparency. 
 

Louis Clark CEO 
Government 
Accountability 
Project 

 
This attempt to diminish the right of the 
people to know what their government 
is up to, particularly in a time where 
politicians favor industry over human 
health and the environment, is yet 
another way that the Trump 
Administration is trying to cloak the 
government in secrecy. We must not 
allow this type of amendment. By 
supporting it you support an action that 
will eviscerate our democracy and strip 
the people of their right to public 
information.  
 

Margaret E. 
Townsend 

Open 
Government 
Attorney 

Center for 
Biological 
Diversity 

 
Secretary Zinke would never limit the 
number of times a family could visit a 
national park per year. Public access to 
public records may be less aesthetically 
pleasing but is no less important. 
Brainstorming ideas about how to limit 
the Freedom of Information Act 
requests is part of a broader pattern 
within the Trump administration to 
avoid oversight and operate in the dark. 
Agencies should spend less time 
fighting disclosure and focus their 
efforts on streamlining the flow of 
information to the public.  
 

Austin Evers Executive 
Director 

American 
Oversight 

 
The way to improve the Freedom of 
Information Act is to increase agency 
resources and eliminate agency 
inefficiencies, not to put requesters on 
an information ration.  The public 
needs more, not less, insight into what 
our public agencies are doing with our 
funds in our name. 
 

Nate Jones 
Director of 
the FOIA 
Project 

National 
Security 
Archive 



 
BLM's proposal to make it harder for 
Americans to learn how their public 
lands are being managed - and 
auctioned off to Big Oil and Gas - is 
shameful and undemocratic. Public 
lands are held in trust by the federal 
government, but they are owned by 
every American. We all have a 
statutory and moral right to monitor 
how the government is managing these 
lands and to advocate that they be 
managed responsibly and in a manner 
that will preserve them and our climate 
for future generations.   
 

Daniel E. Estrin 

General 
Counsel & 
Advocacy 
Director 

Waterkeeper 
Alliance 

FOIA is pertinent to ensuring public 
access to information about the 
environment, wildlife and habitat. It is 
one of the only affordable routes for 
many citizens to engage in government 
decisionmaking. 

Michael Harris Legal 
Director 

Friends of 
Animals' 
Wildlife Law 
Program 

 
Federal agencies work for the 
American people. Every document they 
produce is public property, and must be 
open to prompt public inspection on 
demand. Only a corrupt government 
seeks to hide its actions from the people 
its supposed to serve. 
 

Erik Molvar Executive 
Director 

Western 
Watersheds 
Project 

The public's right to government 
information is essential to accountable 
government. Regrettably, the 
Department of Interior has joined a 
long line of agencies that have tried to 
gut the FOIA to protect policies or 
practices that they want to hide from 
view. We hope that Congress can be 
counted on to stop this subversion of 
the law. 

Patrice 
McDermott Director 

Government 
Information 
Watch 

A transparent government is key to 
democracy.  Do not cut back on sharing 
important information with citizens. 

KK DuVivier Professor University of 
Denver 

   
  



 
 
From my research on who uses FOIA, I 
can attest that news media, nonprofits, 
and watchdog groups, would be hurt by 
the types of proposals that BLM is 
making.  These are the very requesters 
Congress envisioned would use the Act 
to inform the public about 
governmental policies and activities, 
including malfeasance.  Thus, the harm 
would inure to the public at large.  
 

 
Margaret B 
Kwoka 

 
Associate 
Professor of 
Law 

 
University of 
Denver 

Availability of information is essential 
for we citizen-volunteers to participate 
in the National Environmental Policy 
Act process in a meaningful way. 

Joseph Patrick 
Quinn 

Volunteer 
Conservation 
Chair 

Umpqua 
Watersheds, 
Inc. (OR) 

 
BLM FOIA responses allow us to 
inform ourselves, the media, and the 
public about the details of federal land 
management. 
 

George Sexton Conservation 
Director 

Klamath 
Siskiyou 
Wildlands 
Center (OR) 

 
Much of the day to day decision-
making related to public lands and 
publicly owned minerals that are 
overseen by the BLM occurs behind 
closed doors. FOIA is one of the most 
important tools that the American 
public has to pry open those doors and 
understand how and why decisions are 
being made. This administration's 
efforts to withhold information from 
the public about management of public 
resources represents an obvious attempt 
to avoid scrutiny for politically 
motivated decisions that will serve only 
a few and not the public more broadly. 
 

Peter Hart Staff 
Attorney 

Wilderness 
Workshop 
(CO) 

 
The public needs to be able to access 
agency information so they can make 
informed decisions on activities 
proposed for public lands. 
 

Mike Petersen Executive 
Director 

The Lands 
Council (WA) 



 
FOIA is a basic citizen right, essential 
for transparency and empowerment of 
the public in participating fully in 
decisions on their public lands. 
 

 
Roz McClellan Director 

Rocky 
Mountain 
Recreation 
Initiative (CO) 

 
In a democracy there should be no limit 
to citizens' rights to information from 
their government, especially when it 
comes to matters involving public 
lands. 
 

Michael J. Painter Coordinator 

Californians 
for Western 
Wilderness 
(CA) 

 
Prioritizing oil and gas/mineral 
development over all over uses of our 
public lands is a disgrace and a private 
takings/giveaway to the fossil 
fuel/minerals development industry. It 
ignores science, common sense and 
technology which is guiding us towards 
renewable energy.  
 

Christine Canaly Director 

San Luis 
Valley 
Ecosystem 
Council (CO) 

 
A democracy depends upon an active 
and informed citizenry to hold the 
government accountable. Limiting 
citizens’ right to know limits their 
ability to participate constructively in 
government and hold it accountable. 
The BLM’s proposal is an affront to 
democracy. 
 

Gina B. Hardin President 350 Colorado 
(CO) 

 
Public land management in the dark 
while cutting the public owners out is 
extremely anti-democratic and 
counterproductive. 
 
 

Larry Campbell Conservation 
Director 

Friends of the 
Bitterroot 
(MT) 

 
This is outrageous. Public lands and 
those managers should add transparent 
as possible. Citizens should not be 
excluded in what and who is doing 
what on public lands. 

Tanya Henderson Executive 
Director 

Amargosa 
Conservancy 
(CA) 



 
Transparency in government is 
democracy at work. The USA is a 
democracy, irrelevant of which party is 
in power. If our government makes 
their business private, we are no longer 
functioning democratically. 
 

Jane Pargiter Vice-
President EcoFlight (CO) 

 
We are a public lands organization that 
supports the power of FOIA as a 
necessary tool to get information when 
appropriate. 
 

Jora Fogg Friends of 
the Inyo 

Friends of the 
Inyo (CA) 

 
We support the full FOIA process in 
order to keep our federal government as 
transparent as possible and accountable 
to the public. 
 

Laura 
Cunningham 

Executive 
Director 

Basin and 
Range Watch 
(NV) 

 
Democracy dies in darkness. 
 

Dave Willis Chair 
Soda Mountain 
Wilderness 
Council (OR) 

 


