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August 30, 2018 

 

BY ELECTRONIC MAIL AND 

U.S. CERTIFIED MAIL – RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

 

Jon Raby 

Acting Director 

Montana-Dakotas State Office 

U.S. Bureau of Land Management 

5001 Southgate Drive 

Billings, MT 59101 

jraby@blm.gov  

 

Re: Request for Public Hearings on Proposed December 2018 Oil and Gas Lease Sale 

 

Dear Acting Director Raby: 

 

 Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (“NEPA”), the undersigned are 

writing to request that the U.S. Bureau of Land Management (“BLM”) hold public hearings in 

conjunction with its proposed December 2018 oil and gas lease sale in Montana.  Given the 

immense environmental controversy surrounding the agency’s proposed lease sale, as well as 

substantial public interest in holding hearings, the agency is required to hold such hearings prior 

to making any decision related to the December 2018 oil and gas lease sale. 

 

 In accordance with White House Council on Environmental Quality NEPA regulations, 

the BLM must “[m]ake diligent efforts to involve the public in preparing and implementing [its] 

NEPA procedures.”  40 C.F.R. § 1506.6(a).  To this end, the BLM is obligated to “[h]old or 

sponsor public hearings or public meetings whenever appropriate[.]” Id. § 1506.6(c).  It is 

appropriate to hold public hearings or meetings whenever there is “[s]ubstantial environmental 

controversy concerning the proposed action or substantial interest in holding the hearing.” Id. 

§ 1506.6(c)(1).  The agency’s duty to hold public hearings around its actions is also set forth in 

the BLM’s NEPA Handbook at H-1790-1, Section 6.9.1. 

 

 Here, there is no denying that there is substantial environmental controversy around the 

agency’s proposed lease sale in December 2018.  The sale includes parcels in many sensitive 

areas that have experienced little to no oil and gas development, including in Beaverhead, 

Madison, Park, and Lewis and Clark Counties.  What’s more, the proposed leases are located in 

areas where past leasing proposals have already generated considerable environmental 

controversy, including in the Billings, Butte, and Dillon Field Offices.  The BLM has indicated 

that it believes the Resource Management Plans for several Field Offices fail to properly address 

the impacts of oil and gas development, particularly within the Butte Field Office. What’s more, 

in light of a recent federal court ruling holding the Miles City Field Office Resource 

Management Plan to be illegal, it’s clear that leasing within this Field Office is environmentally 

controversial. 
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 Many of the proposed leases are also in areas where past leasing has occurred and is now 

the subject of environmental litigation.  For the BLM to lease in these same areas adds to the 

immense controversy that has already been stoked by prior BLM leasing. 

 

 Finally, the proposed sale is all the more controversial given a recent federal court ruling 

holding that BLM is obligated to fully analyze and assess the environmental impacts of oil and 

gas leasing, including climate, water, and other impacts, pursuant to NEPA.  See San Juan 

Citizens All. v. U.S. Bureau of Land Mgmt., No. 16-CV-376-MCA-JHR, 2018 WL 2994406 

(D.N.M. June 14, 2018).  

 

 Without a doubt, there is substantial interest in holding a hearing. The undersigned, 

which represent seven organizations and tens of thousands of Montanans, are extremely 

interested in having a public forum within which to engage the BLM and to voice concerns and 

comments. Coupled with the level of controversy and interest in oil and gas leasing issues in 

Montana, there is an enormous amount of public interest in holding a hearing. 

 

 Thus, we request the BLM at least hold a hearing within every Field Office where leasing 

is proposed, as well as hold a hearing at or near the Montana-Dakotas State Office in Billings. 

 

 Absent public hearings, the December 2018 oil and gas lease sale will stand as an affront 

to the American public interest and our right to due process.  We request the BLM respond in 

writing to our request as soon as possible. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rebecca Fischer  

Climate Guardian 

WildEarth Guardians 

2590 Walnut St. 

Denver, CO 80205 

(406) 698-1489 

rfischer@wildearthguardians.org 
 

Diana Dascalu-Joffe  

Senior Attorney, Public Lands 

Center for Biological Diversity 

1536 Wynkoop Street, Suite 421 

Denver, CO 80202 

(720) 925-2521 

ddascalujoffe@biologicaldiversity.org  
 

 

Anne Hedges 

Deputy Director and Lead Lobbyist 

Montana Environmental Information Center 

P.O. Box 1184 

Helena, MT 59624 

(406) 443-2520 

ahedges@meic.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Michelle Uberuaga 

Executive Director 

Park County Environmental Council 

P.O. Box 164 

Livingston, MT 59047 

(406) 222-0723 

michelle@envirocouncil.org 

 

mailto:rfischer@wildearthguardians.org
mailto:ddascalujoffe@biologicaldiversity.org
mailto:ahedges@meic.org
mailto:michelle@envirocouncil.org


3 

 

 

David Katz 

Author 

Preserve the Beartooth Front 

1473 Stillwater River Road 

Nye, MT 590761 

(408) 529-7410 

dkatzj@gmail.com 

 

Bonnie Rice 

Senior Representative 

Greater Yellowstone Campaign 

Sierra Club 

424 East Main Street, Suite 203C 

Bozeman, MT 59715 

(406) 582-8365 

Bonnie.rice@sierraclub.org 

 

 

Guy Alsentzer, Esq. 

Executive Director 

Upper Missouri Waterkeeper 

24 S. Wilson Ave, Ste. 6-7 

Bozeman, MT 59715 

(406) 570-2202 

Guy@uppermissouriwaterkeeper.org  
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