
	

		                             
	

August 16, 2018 
Bureau of Land Management   
High Plains District Office 
ATTN: Sarah Bucklin, Project Lead 
2897 Prospector Drive 
Casper, WY 82604  
Submitted via email: sbucklin@blm.gov 
 
RE:  Request for Extension of Comment Deadline – Wright Area Coal Leasing Tenth 

Circuit Court Remand Environmental Assessment  
 
Dear Ms. Bucklin:  
 
 WildEarth Guardians and Sierra Club (“Conservation Groups”) request a  
30-day extension to submit comments related to the Bureau of Land Management’s (“BLM’s”) 
Tenth Circuit Court mandated draft Environmental Assessment (“EA”) for the Wright Area coal 
leasing proposal. The Wright Area leases remain the largest set of federal coal leases offered in 
the history of BLM’s federal coal leasing program, and the additional 30 days is necessary in 
order for the public to meaningfully review and comment on BLM’s highly technical economic 
analysis. The short extension would ensure the agency has thoughtful public comments to review 
on or before October 4, 2018.1  
 

The National Environmental Policy Act (“NEPA”) mandates that agencies “invite the 
participation of… interested persons” and “make diligent efforts to involve the public” in 
considering the environmental consequences of its actions. 40 C.F.R. §§ 1501.7(a)(1), 1506.6(a). 
Ultimately, NEPA requires that “high quality” environmental information is available to public 
officials and citizens before a decision is made. 40 C.F.R. §1503.3(b). “[P]ublic scrutiny [is] 
essential to implementing NEPA” and “agencies shall to the fullest extent possible…encourage 
and facilitate public involvement in decisions.” Id. § 1500.2(d); see also id. § 1501.4(b) (“The 
agency shall involve environmental agencies, applicants, and the public, to the extent practicable, 
in preparing [environmental] assessments.”).  

 
Here, Conservation Groups have serious concerns that BLM’s efforts to involve the 

public will fall short of “diligent” unless our request for additional time to respond to the draft 
EA is granted. The Wright Area lease proposal will cause considerable impacts to air quality, 
water quality, and climate. Moreover, understanding the economic analysis contained in the draft 
EA requires evaluation of additional sources and a multitude of technical economic assumptions 
and assertions made by BLM. Interested members of the public will also need to read and 
understand the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals’ decision invalidating BLM’s prior environmental 
review in order to evaluate and comment on the extent to which BLM’s draft EA either complies 
with, or falls short of, the Tenth Circuit’s findings. The current deadline is inadequate to allow 

																																																								
1 Based on BLM’s press release stating it would accept comments until September 4, 2018. See News Release, 
Bureau of Land Management High Plains District Office, Wyoming (July 27, 2018), available at: 
https://eplanning.blm.gov/epl-front-office/projects/nepa/97202/152971/187238/PR_WrightAreaDraftEA-final.pdf.  
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thoughtful analysis in response to such important issues. An additional 30 days will aid the 
public to ensure comments are meaningful and valuable in response to the significant economic 
and environmental issues remaining in the BLM’s analysis.  
  

Thank you for considering our request. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to call us at the contact information below. 
 
 
 

Sincerely,  
 
 
Shannon Hughes 
Climate Guardian 
WildEarth Guardians 
2590 Walnut Street 
Denver, CO 80205 
shughes@wildearthguardians.org 
(630) 699-7165 
 
 
Nathaniel Shoaff 
Senior Attorney 
Sierra Club Environmental Law Program 
2101 Webster Street, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA 94612 
nathaniel.shoaff@sierraclub.org 
(415) 977 -5610 
 
 

 
 
 


