
November 28, 2018

John Hickenlooper
Governor of Colorado
136 State Capitol Building
Denver, CO 80203

Karin McGowan
Interim Executive Director
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South
Denver, CO 80246

Re: Request that Colorado Defend, Not Delay, Clean Air for the Denver Metro Area

Dear Governor Hickenlooper and Director McGowan:

We are writing to urge you to withdraw your request that the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (“EPA”) allow Colorado air regulators to delay cleaning up unhealthy smog 
pollution in the Denver Metro-North Front Range region.  

In light of the region’s ongoing failure to comply with federal smog limits, we urge 
you to keep communities on track for clean air and to prioritize the protection of public 
health, not slow down these efforts.

On November 14, 2018, the EPA announced a proposal to allow Colorado one more year 
to reduce ground-level ozone pollution in the nine-county Denver Metro-North Front Range 
region.1  Ground-level ozone is the key ingredient of smog and forms when air pollution from 
smokestacks, tailpipes, and oil and gas production operations reacts with sunlight.  It is a 
poisonous gas that can trigger asthma attacks, cause respiratory irritation, lead to premature 
death, and even cause defoliation of vegetation and crops.  In 2007, the Denver Metro-North 
Front Range region was declared to be in violation of federal health standards for ozone.  Since 
then, the region has struggled with unhealthy levels of air pollution and has failed to meet legal 
deadlines to clean up the region’s smog.

The EPA’s proposal comes in response to a June 2018 request by Colorado.2  Under the 

1 EPA, “Determinations of Attainment by the Attainment Date, Extensions of the Attainment Date, and 
Reclassification of Several Areas Classified as Moderate for the 2008 Ozone National Ambient air Quality 
Standards,” 83 Fed. Reg. 56,781, 56,782 (Nov. 14, 2018).
2 Colorado Dep’t of Public Health & Env’t, “Submittal of Exceptional Events Demonstration and Request to  Extend 
2008 Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standard Attainment Deadline for the Denver Metropolitan/North Front 
Range Nonattainment Area” (June 2018), available at 
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Clean Air Act, the state was required to demonstrate attainment with ozone air quality standards 
that were promulgated in 2008 by July 20, 2018.  The state requested the EPA allow for another 
year, or until July 2019, to clean up the region’s smog pollution.  The request was premised upon 
the assertion that ground-level ozone limits established in 2008 were not being exceeded, and 
that the Denver Metro-North Front Range region was on track to comply with these limits.

Unfortunately, the state’s assertions are no longer valid.  In 2018, the region suffered 
numerous high ozone days, including many days where ozone concentrations exceeded the 2008 
ozone standards.  According to air quality monitoring data, 42 days of unhealthy ozone pollution 
were recorded in the region between May 1 and September 30.  See Graph Below.  While current 
limits on ground-level ozone limit concentrations to no more than 0.070 parts per million, 
monitoring locations in Highlands Ranch, Chatfield State Park, Boulder, Golden, northern 
Jefferson County, and Fort Collins all recorded more than five days of ozone concentrations 
above 0.075 parts per million, which is the limit established in 2008.3  At least seven monitoring 
locations throughout the Denver Metro-Northern Front Range region continue to register 
violations of the National Ambient Air Quality Standards for ozone.4 

At this time, there is an urgent need to accelerate, not delay, the clean up of ozone 
pollution in the Denver Metro-North Front Range region.  The health of this region of Colorado 
depends on implementing effective actions to control air pollution, not putting off solutions.  In 
light of 2018 air quality monitoring data, there is simply no rational basis for seeking an 
extension from the EPA.

https://www.colorado.gov/airquality/tech_doc_repository.aspx?action=open&file=CDPHE_Request_for_Exception
al_Event_06042018.pdf.
3 Colorado Air Pollution Control Division, “Ozone Summary Table” (Sept. 30, 2018), available at 
https://www.colorado.gov/airquality/html_resources/ozone_summary_table.pdf. 
4 Colorado Air Pollution Control Division, “2018 Summer Ozone Review” (Oct. 18, 2018), available at 
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/101818_Ozone_presentation_APCD.pdf#page=7. 
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To this end, we request that you withdraw Colorado’s request for an extension to attain 
federal health limits on ground-level ozone and instead keep clean air and public health in the 
Denver Metro-North Front Range region on track for protection.

Sincerely,

Jeremy Nichols
Climate and Energy Program Director
WildEarth Guardians
2590 Walnut St.
Denver, CO 80205
(303) 437-7663
jnichols@wildearthguardians.org


